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Data-based research into student 
writing practices always includes 
interpretation of data – such 
research can usefully be empirical 
and intuitive; humanities and writing 
analytics; computational linguistics 
and rhet-comp/writing studies; 
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Sample Paraphrase
Student text coded (p. 6 of Z15, citation 18) Source text (p. 2 of source Z1513)  

Evidence of a jump in interest can be seen in 
a jump from 258 journal articles that were 
published in 1996 on the subject of 
cannabis, to over 2,100 studies that were 
published in scientific journals in 2008 
(Recent Research on Medicinal Marijuana). 
 

STUDENT CITATION:  “Recent Research on Medical Marijuana.” 
NORML. April 1, 2009 
http://norml.org/index.cfm?Group_ID=7002 

A keyword search using the terms 
"cannabis, 1996" (the year California 
voters became the first of 14 states to 
allow for the drug’s medical use under 
state law) reveals just 258 scientific 
journal articles published on the subject 
during that year. Perform this same search 
for the year 2008, and one will find over 
2,100 published scientific studies. 

!

•	two	sentences	in	the	source	reduced	to	one	in	the	paper
•	order	of	ideas	rearranged	&	interpretation	added

Extract	from	student	paper	Z15,	page	6	
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Coded	student	paper

Sample cited 
Patchwriting

Highlighted	source	(Gengler)

Patchwriting
Restating	a	phrase,	
clause,	or	one	or	more	
sentences	while	staying	
close	to	the	language	
or	syntax	of	the	source.	
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Predominant type of source use in the

46%	copy	from	the	source	text	
(42%	marked	as	quotation)

6%	summarizen=1,911

48%	paraphrase	or	patch	write	
(failed	paraphrase) from	source

1,911 
citations 
coded



Sandra Jamieson, 2018



Sandra Jamieson, 2018

Citations moving between quotation 
and patchwriting (extract from Z26)
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Citations moving between paraphrase 
and patchwriting (extract from Z18, p.2
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Data-based research into student 
writing practices should be 
transcontextual – data should be 
drawn from multiple contexts, 
recognizing that writing practices 
are always simultaneously local 
and beyond the local
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Data-based research into student 
writing practices should be both 
local and networked - smaller local 
studies can replicate larger studies, 
expanding our knowledge in a way 
that is more manageable for most 
writing scholars.
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Correlation between reading difficulty 
and source integration method

Flesch 
Reading 
Ease scores 
(30-49 is 
classified 
as “college 
level –
difficult”)

n = 1,911
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Feel free to email me if you 
have questions:
sjamieson@drew.edu

And check out the website at: 
CitationProject.net


