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Collaboration & Replication:



Started with 
one question 
by my co-
researcher, 
Rebecca 
Moore 
Howard:  
“How 
frequently do 
students 
patchwrite?”
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Expanded research questions
How do writers incorporate words and ideas 
from researched sources into their own texts?

How frequently do college undergraduates successfully 
quote, summarize, or paraphrase cited materials?

How frequently do they copy word strings or patchwrite?

What impact do source characteristics have on intertextuality practices?

What impact does source type or genre have on intertextuality practices?

What impact does textual difficulty have on intertextuality practices?

CitationProject.net

What kinds of sources do students find & use; do they depend on one kind of source over others?
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Initial research findings
How do writers incorporate words and ideas 
from researched sources into their own texts?

What impact do source characteristics have on intertextuality practices?

FINDING: better and worse than we expected

FINDING: difficulty, type, genre makes no significant difference
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Initial research findings
How do writers incorporate words and ideas 
from researched sources into their own texts?

What impact do source characteristics have on intertextuality practices?

FINDING: better and worse than we expected

FINDING: difficulty, type, genre makes no significant difference

SURPRISE FINDING: 46% of the 
citations came from page 1, and 
56% of the 930 sources were only 
cited once 



What happens between 
these two points?

The LILAC project 
tells us about how 
students select 
sources

The Citation Project  “Writing 
from Sources” study tells us 
about how students incorporate 
words and ideas from sources
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How do college 
undergrads work 
with sources as 
they draft papers?

How do those same 
students handle 
source integration as 
they revise papers 
using feedback from 
teachers or peers?

How do they talk about the 
research and writing process 
once the paper is submitted?
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So how 
do we 
explain 
these 
findings?
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Students 
and their 
Sources 
(SATS) 
research
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First page 
of each 
3-page 
coding 
lexicon
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Process 
coding of 
student moves 
in video (by 
hand); capture 
what we see 
the student do 
and she says 
she is doing
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Preliminary “eyeball” findings: 
• The students engage with sources in much more complicated

--and thoughtful--ways than we thought 

• The final papers do not reflect the amount of work we
see students doing in the videos or the sophistication
with which they select material to incorporate as evidence 

•  The researching process does not end once the students
start writing, and they struggle to identify helpful sources as
they draft and revise, just as the LILAC project found them
doing in the initial stages of the research 
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What Voyant
found in the 
student reflections 
on research and 
their sources 
(SATS) research.
No surprises? 
Well, “book” is 
entirely missing 
from this picture…
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And, the big question

Here we are.
We have some interesting data

we are interested in the videos for the narrative of the 
research-writing process revealed therein. Hand-coding 
helps us see that story, 

WHAT ELSE CAN WE DO WITH IT?



Thank you!
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By way of a 
works cited 
list…


